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Synopsis

A whirlwind tour through the intriguing world of scienceWhat exactly is science? Stars and planets,
rocks and soil, hurricanes and airplanes-science is all of these things and so much more. It's also
about curiosity: asking questions and exploring possible answers. Through simple words and
child-friendly illustrations, this poetic picture book introduces young children to the exciting and
ever-changing world of science.What Is Science? is a 2007 Bank Street - Best Children’s Book of

the Year.
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Customer Reviews

Kindergarten-Grade 2A¢a -a ceA different version of this poem initially appeared in Lee Bennett
Hopkins’s Spectacular Science (S & S, 1999). Dotlich begins and ends with the line, What is
science?/So many things. In between, she enumerates some of the areas of

studyA¢a —a ceastronomy, geology, paleontology, oceanography, botany, meteorology, and
zoology. Each page has just a few words, in large print, superimposed on a background of boldly
colored acrylic, pastel, and collage art. The rhyming text flows nicely, but because some spreads
contain only sentence fragments, a quick read-through is necessary to get the full effect of the
rhyme and cadence. Pleasingly rounded shapes dominate the paintings, which feature stylized boys
and girls of various ethnicities, surrounded by plants and animals, as they observe nature and use

books in their research. Many children are attracted to science, but few youngsters realize all that



the word encompasses. Although this book leaves out important categories, such as chemistry and
mathematics, it does introduce a wide range of subjects. With its large illustrations, simple text, and
important concepts, this title will be enjoyed by newly independent readers, or will ignite excitement
in a group. A unique look at the topic.A¢4 -4 ceLynda Ritterman, Atco Elementary School,
Waterford, NJ Copyright A A® Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights

reserved. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

This vividly illustrated picture book points out the breadth and variety of subjects that science
encompasses as well as some of the questions it addresses: "So into the earth, / and into the sky, /
we question the how, / the where, when, / and why." First published in Lee Bennett Hopkin’s
anthology Spectacular Science: A Book of Poems (1999), Dotlich’s poem "What Is Science?" works
well here as picture-book text--with minor changes and a few added lines. In a series of
double-page spreads, Yoshikawa depicts an inquisitive trio of children and their helpful dog
engaged in a variety of activities: visiting an oilfield, twirling in a hurricane, flying a spaceship to
Saturn, and camping out in the country, to name just a few. The well-composed illustrations, made
of acrylics, pastels, and paper collage in glowing colors, use repeated forms to create a sense of
visual rhythm that suits the rhyming text well. A nice discussion starter for classrooms beginning
science units. Carolyn PhelanCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

--This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

colorful, and kept the first graders’ interest.

Easy book for kindergarten children to understand.

Great addition to my 2nd grade library.

Fun book with beautiful pictures for elementary students.

Bought this for my daughters school. She said that her whole class loved it! They are in the 4th

grade.

Great book to introduce science to kinders!



Great re-aloud for younger Kids.

Wonderful book. Used it fir my S.T.E.M. class.
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